Television pioneers 


From Professor J. M. Kittross 
Sir, | am sorry that the article 
(March 26) by Christopher Tho- 
mas from New York gave such a 
misleading impression of the 
willingness of Americans to 
recognize the pioneering tele- 
vision accomplishments of John 
Logie Baird. 

history of American broad- 
casting (Stay Tuned), written by 
C. H. Sterling and the under- 
signed, properly refers to Baird’s 
1926 demonstration in Soho as 
“the first public demonstration 
of television”. 

We also mention the abortive 
prior efforts of Paul Nipkow (a 
German) in developing mechan- 
ical scanning television, and the 
contemporaneous (with Baird) 
activities of Charles Francis 
Jenkins and Herbert Ives (Ameri- 
cans), as well as several lesser 
known workers in various coun- 
tries. Vladimir Zworykin (and 
Philo Farnsworth) do not come 
into the story until several years 
later, with the development of 
electronic scanning television. 

Baird's work, however import- 
ant, ultimately suffered a fate 
analogous to that of the stage- 
coach when the railroad system 
expanded. To claim that Baird's 
work was the “beginning of 
television’ is to ignore not only 
Nipkow, Jenkins, et ai, but also 
the work of earlier researchers 
(such as the UK’s Ayrton and 
Perry) who developed mosaic 
devices similar in concept to the 
present moving advertising dis- 
plays in public squares in London 
and New York nearly a half 
century before Baird’s demon- 
stration, 


